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Food and Drugs Act is similar to the U.S. Federal Food, Drug and Cos-
metic Act. Sections 4, 5 and 7 are pertinent:

(4)  No person shall sell an article of food that

(a)  has in or upon it any poisonous or harmful substance;

(b)  is unfit for human consumption;

(c)  consists in whole or in part of any filthy, putrid, disgusting,
rotten, decomposed or diseased animal or vegetable substance;

(d)  is adulterated; or

(e)  was manufactured, prepared, preserved, packaged or stored
under unsanitary conditions.

(5)  No person shall label, package, treat, process, sell or advertise any
food in a manner that is false, misleading or deceptive or is likely to create
an erroneous impression regarding its character, value, quantity, com-
position, merit or safety.

(7) No person shall manufacture, prepare, preserve, package or store
for sale any food under unsanitary conditions.

To avoid the possibility of misinterpretation, numerous standards that
include microbial limits have been established under the act.

However, differences do exist between the acts of the two nations.
Whereas in the United States microbiological standards are usually estab-
lished by a proposal, response, and hearing process, the Canadian law
allows direct establishment of standards, with any product in violation of
the standards being automatically illegal. The microbiological standards
currently incorporated as regulations pursuant to the Canadian Food and
Drugs Act are summarized in Appendix D. Sampling plans associated
with each food or food commodity are included.

U.S. FEDERAL AGENCIES

Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

The basic mission of FDA is to protect the health and welfare of the
consumer. The principal responsibility relative to foods is to ensure that
they are safe and wholesome and are honestly and informatively labeled.
The legislative basis for the legal authority to act is the Federal Food,
Drug and Cosmetic Act, as Amended January 1980 (U.S. Congress, 1980).
Various sections of the act are applicable: Section 301, Prohibited Acts;
Section 401, Standards; Section 402, Adulteration; Section 403, Mis-
branding; and Section 801, Imports and Exports.

Specific objectives of the act related to food include provisions to: